
How does Jesus 
answer the 

problem of evil? 



Jesus - Luke 13:1-5 

•  There were some present at that very time who told him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you 
think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all 
the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 
3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower 
in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they 
were worse offenders than all the others who lived in 
Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all likewise perish.” 



Jesus on The Problem of Evil 

•  Jesus taught:  
1) Suffering will come in a sinful world – Luke 

13:1,4 
•   Moral evil: Pilate’s slaughter of innocent 

people – 13:3 (Moral evil is an abuse of the 
choice to act morally).  

“Half the harm in this world is due to people who 
want to feel important” – T.S. Eliot 

–  In, Norman R. DePuy, Christian Century, 108, S, 18-25, 1991, p. 843. 
•  Natural evil: Collapse of a tower (Natural evil is 

suffering coming from something outside the 
realm of human choice or negligence) – 13:4 



Jesus on The Problem of 
Evil 
Natural evil: Hurricane, flood, wild animals, human-

hating cats, etc.   
•  Objection: Couldn’t God have tweaked natural 

law so that it would go into a different default 
mode when human suffering was about to 
result?  

•  Response: This would conceivably produce 
more suffering because natural law would be 
virtually unpredictable such as the random 
acceleration of gravity, random voice pitch 
inflection, random chemical compositions, etc.  



Jesus on The Problem 
of Evil 

•  Jesus taught:  
2)  Resist the urge to give premature solutions – 13:2,4 
•  Punishment theodicy (the most prevalent view) : Most 

people in Jesus’ day thought that there was a direct 
correlation between extraordinary suffering and 
extraordinary sin. Most thought if you were suffering 
then God was specifically judging you for ‘super’ sin – 
13:2,4 

•  Jesus destroys this idea: You’re all guilty – 13:2,4 



Jesus on The Problem 
of Evil 

Example of the Punishment Theodicy as the prevalent 
view in 1st century Palestinian Judaism: 

•  Job – “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away” (1:21). 
•  “The Sabeans attacked” (1:15); “The fire of God fell from 

the sky” (1:16); “The Chaldeans swept down” (1: 17); “A 
mighty wind swept in from the desert” (1:19). 

•  “They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the 
LORD had brought upon him” (42:11). 

•  Point: Job’s counselors erred not by attributing 
Job’s suffering to God’s sovereignty but that 
God did it to punish Job. They went beyond 
their epistemic access. 



Jesus on The Problem 
of Evil 

Biblical example of suffering not due to personal sin:  
•  The man born blind – John 9:2 
•  Paul bitten by a viper – Acts 28:3-4 

•  Biblical counterexamples: 
•  Sodom & Gomorrah – Genesis 18-19 
•  Great Tribulation – Revelation 9:20-21 “The rest of 

mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not 
repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping 
demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone 
and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 21 nor did they 
repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual 
immorality or their thefts.” 

•  Ananias & Sapphira – Acts 5 



The Fig Tree and You�
Luke 13:6-9 

6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on 
it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, 
‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit 
on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why 
should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered 
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around 
it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it 
down.’ ” 



“Unless you repent, you will all 
likewise perish…” 

 
“I say to you that likewise there will 

be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine just persons who need 
no repentance.” (Luke 15:7)  



•  Q: Is there a proper way to respond to tragedy?  
3) Tragedy should point us to Jesus Christ, the 

Savior – 13:3,5 
Jesus does not deny human sin; He affirms it – 

13:3,5 (para)  
•  For the unbeliever: Tragedy is evidence of 

God’s mercy in giving you time to repent, be 
saved, and live for Him – 13:3,5-8 

•  For the believer: Tragedy is evidence of God’s 
mercy in giving you time to warn unbelievers 
that time is short – 13:3,5-8 



A. The example of Joseph:  
•  Psalm 105:17 He sent a man before them, 

Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
•  Genesis 50:20 You meant it for evil but God 

meant it for good in order to bring about this 
present result, to preserve many people alive. 

•  One event and two different sets of intentions!  
•  Joseph and famine. Had he not gone to Egypt, 

Judah and his family would have starved and the 
Messiah’s line would have been extinguished, 
prophecy would have failed and God would lose the 
title.  



B. The man who was born blind: 
•  “It was neither that this man sinned, nor 

his parents; but it was so that the works of 
God might be displayed in him” (John 
9:3). 



C. The Suffering of Job: 
•  The reason for his suffering was never revealed.  
•  The Key to Job’s Recovery - Job 42:10 “The Lord 

restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his 
friends, and the Lord increased all that Job had 
twofold.” 

D. The suffering of Jesus: 
•  Provided salvation & forgiveness for all who would 

believe.   



•  Tragedy should cause us not wonder why 
so many people died but rather, why the 
rest of us are still alive.  

•  When loved ones & friends die “early” 
we should thank God for the time that we 
had with them, not be bitter over the time 
we think we deserved.  



•  Q: Why doesn’t God just destroy evil?  
•  A: He will but we must realize that destruction 

of evil does not exempt us. God has chosen to 
give the world time to repent. Seek His mercy 
during this window of opportunity before it 
closes. 

•  Charles Spurgeon, “God’s mercy is so great that 
you may sooner drain the sea of its water, or 
deprive the sun of his light, or make space too 
narrow, than diminish the great mercy of God.” 

 
–  300 quotations for preachers from the Modern church. 2013 (E. Ritzema & E. Vince, Ed.). Pastorum 

Series. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 



•  Friday to Robinson Crusoe,“Why doesn’t 
God just destroy the Devil and those who 
do wicked things?” Robinson Crusoe 
responds, “Why does God not destroy us 
when we do wicked things?”  

•  Jesus’ answer is simple: God is giving 
you time to repent.  



Jesus on Suffering & Evil: 
Luke 13:1-9 

1)   Tragedy does not imply “punitive/
special” judgment 

2)   God is the judge, not humanity 
3)   Humanity is on trial, not God 
4)   We must give an account to God for our 

continued existence 
5)   The forbearance of God circumnavigates 

the law of sin and death 
6)   When seeing tragedy, one should not 

ask, “Why did these people die?” but 
rather, “Why are the rest of us still 
alive?”  



Action Steps 

1)  Understand God & man 
2)  Understand the purpose of life 
3)  Avoid being a witch doctor 
4)  Walk by faith  
5)  Examine yourself *What can I 

learn from this that will make me 
more like Christ?* 

6)  Repent 
7)  Cry out to Jesus 



Donald Whitney: Pain, suffering and 
evil can come from the following (10 
possibilities) 
1. Unwise choices or actions 
– Proverbs 8:36

2. Sin – Proverbs 13.21; 14:14

•  Drunkenness
•  Worry, bitterness, gluttony 



Pain, suffering and evil can come 
from the following: 

3. Chastisement & discipline from 
God - Heb. 12:5-11

4. For the purpose of developing 
the desire to pursue the Lord - 
Ps. 119:71; James 5:13



PAIN & SUFFERING MAY COME FROM:

5. For the works of God to be 
displayed in us – John 9:3

6. For the purpose of perseverance – 
Romans 5:3

7.  For the purpose of developing the 
ability to comfort others – 2 Cor. 
1:3-6



PAIN & SUFFERING MAY COME FROM:

8. For the purpose of Proving the 
genuineness of and strength of your 
faith – I Peter 1:6-7

9. For the purpose of Bringing the 
Gospel to others – Ephesians 3:13

10. For the purpose of an Ultimate Good – 
Romans 8:28 



Biblical Survey on God 
using Evil & Suffering 

Romans 11:33-36 

Oh, the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His 
ways! 



Romans 11:34-36 

34 For who has known the mind of the 
Lord, or who became His counselor? 

35 Or who has first given to Him that it 
might be paid back to him again? 

36 For from Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things. To Him be the 
glory forever. Amen. 



Q# WHAT ARE THE “ALL 
THINGS?” 



God’s control over Natural 
Evil 

1. Life and death - Deuteronomy 
32:39 

‘See now that I, I am He, 
And there is no god besides Me; 
It is I who put to death and give life. 
I have wounded and it is I who heal, 
And there is no one who can deliver from My 

hand. 



2. Disease/Physical 
affliction - Exodus 4:11 

The Lord said to him, “Who has 
made man’s mouth? Or who 
makes him mute or deaf, or seeing 
or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?” 



LENSES OF SUFFERING 

- Sovereign God 
- Cosmic Force (Karma) 
- Weak God *Harold Kushner 

When Bad Things Happen to 
Good People 

- Random chance 



Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” 
2 Corinthians 12:7 

Because of the surpassing greatness 
of the revelations, for this reason, 
to keep me from exalting myself, 
there was given me a thorn in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
torment me—to keep me from 
exalting myself! 



3. Natural Disasters 
Psalm 105:16-19 - Joseph & the Egyptian 

famine 
16 And He called for a famine upon the 

land; 
He broke the whole staff of bread.  
17 He sent a man before them, 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
18 They afflicted his feet with fetters, 
He himself was laid in irons; 
19 Until the time that his word came to 

pass,The word of the Lord tested him. 



4. DESTRUCTIVE ANIMALS 

2 Kings 17:25 

At the beginning of their living 
there, they did not fear the 
Lord; therefore the Lord sent 
lions among them which killed 
some of them. 



Daniel 6:22 
“My God sent His angel and shut 

the lions’ mouths and they have 
not harmed me, inasmuch as I 
was found innocent before Him; 
and also toward you, O king, I 
have committed no crime.” 



5. HUMAN DEPRAVITY 
(CORRUPT HUMAN NATURE) 

1)  Rebellion to God & parents: EXAMPLE #1 
Hophni & Phineas, sons of Eli the priest 

I Samuel 2:22-25 But they would not listen to the 
voice of their father, for the Lord desired to put 
them to death.”  

I Samuel 2:17 “Thus the sin of the young men was 
very great before the Lord, for the men 
despised the offering of the Lord.” 



5. HUMAN DEPRAVITY 
(CORRUPT HUMAN NATURE) 

Rebellion to God & parents: EXAMPLE 
#2 Samson’s rebellion against parents 

Judges 14:3 “Samson said to his father, “Let 
her for me, for she looks good to me.”

However, his father and mother did not 
know that it was of the Lord, for He was 
seeking an occasion against the Philistines 
(Judges 14:3b-4a).  



Thomas Aquinas 

“Every natural doing and every 
chance doing in the world and 
every free doing of man is a 
tool of the doing of God.”  

–  Timothy McDermott, Aquinas: Selected Philosophical Writings (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1993), xxvii-xxx. Cited in The Great Theologians: A Brief Guide by Gerald R. 
McDermott (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2010), 68. 



Jesus - Acts 4:27-28 
27 “For truly in this city there were 

gathered together against Your holy 
servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along 
with the Gentiles and the peoples of 
Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand 
and Your purpose predestined to occur. 

Once again there is one set of events, but 
two sets of intentions behind the 
events: human and divine. 



God’s Plan: Jesus’ Death 
Acts 2:23-24 

23 “This Man, delivered over by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 
godless men and put Him to death. 

24  But God raised Him up again, putting an 
end to the agony of death, since it was 
impossible for Him to be held in its power. 



John Walvoord, on Acts 2:23 
“The point of this verse is clear: the 

Crucifixion was no accident. It was in 
God’s set purpose (boulē, “plan”) and 
was God’s determined will, not merely 
His inclination.” 

•  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., The Bible knowledge Commentary: An exposition of the scriptures, Vol. 
2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 358. 



JUST IMAGINE… 

Q: If the torture, scorn, punches, 
flogging, and agonizing death of 
Jesus was within the bounds of 
God the Father’s control then 
what reason do we have to doubt 
that our present suffering is out 
of God’s reach and power? 



How can our sufferings 
bring glory to God? 



How should I approach the 
suffering I encounter in life? 

•  Believers: Be encouraged at what God has done 
& have faith in what He will do.  

•  1 John 3:8 The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the works of the devil. 

•  Ecclesiastes 12:14 “For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether good or evil.” 

•  The longer we spend an eternity the more the 
sufferings of this life will shrink in comparison – 
this is why the apostle Paul could refer to his 
sufferings as "slight, momentary, light afflictions" 



How should I approach the 
suffering I encounter in life? 

•  2 Corinthians 4:17-18 For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not 
to the things that are seen but to the things that 
are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are 
eternal. 

•  Unbelievers: Look back in history at how God 
logically solved the problem of evil with the 
prophecy-fulfilling death & resurrection of 
Jesus. Then ask if you’re ready to meet Him as 
judge.  



How should I approach the 
suffering I encounter in life? 

•  Heaven would not be heaven without 
redemption. You cannot have redemption 
without something to redeem sinners from. 
However, do not focus on one section of 
eternity. Rather, look at it from a holistic 
perspective.  

•  “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our 
conscience, but shouts in our pain: It is His megaphone 
to rouse a deaf world” - C.S. Lewis, The Problem of 
Pain 


